Board Members To Review Repair Contracts For Desal Plant
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CLEARWATER - The decision on who will fix the faulty desalination plant will wait three weeks to let utility members digest the expensive proposals for the repairs. 

On Monday, the Tampa Bay Water board voted to delay chosing from between two companies who want to make the plant work until Sept. 20, the utility board's next meeting. 

The decision came at the request of Hillsborough County's two representatives on the board who want their water experts to examine the recommendation that a joint venture between American Water Services, Inc. and Pridesa S.A. of Spain be the top choice. 

One reason for the delay was the short time members had between getting the recommendation and Monday's scheduled vote to pick a company to begin negotiations. 

The recommendation came Saturday afternoon after the board spent Friday interviewing the two companies. 

``I haven't had appropriate time to study this. It's a big decision,'' said Pasco Commissioner Ted Schrader. 

Millions of dollars separate the proposals from American Water and its competitor, Veolia Water North America Operating Service, LLC. 

American Water's offer is for $29 million. Veolia's was for $50 million.

