Merrilee Madrigal

Huntington Beach, CA.  92646

Tel:  

November 17, 2003

Re:  Poseidon Seawater Desalination Project
Dear Council Members,
 
Tonight you will hear countless testimonies in opposition or support of the Poseidon Seawater Desalination Project.  Although a seawater desalination project might be a good idea in another place or time, the project is not ready for approval here tonight.   

The California Energy Commission believes the Environmental Impact Report prepared by the City of Huntington Beach for the Poseidon Seawater Desalination Project does not provide adequate consideration for the environment and fails to meet the baseline criteria under the California Environmental Quality Act.  The Coastal Commission believes further assessment is needed as well. Therefore, the City of Huntington Beach would be wise to act upon of their recommendations.  
A project like this should not be approved without adequate consideration for the environment.  Environmental laws and Environmental Impact Reports were created to protect the people.  The City of Huntington Beach, in my opinion, would have another violation to the California Environmental Quality Act on their hands, with the issues of land filling and diverting the Santa Ana River Corridor storm waters 
into the communities at the Santa Ana Riverside as well.  

The Huntington Beach Planning Department is applicant driven.  They are not environmental experts.  
The Planning Department will continue to prepare in-adequate assessments of our environmental impacts.   They will not enforce the Planning Commissioner’s approved EIR’s when violations occur.  They will not hear the cries for help with any environmental problem that arises unless we remove environmental reviews and enforcement procedures from the Planning Department into the jurisdiction of an expanded Environmental Review Board.  
The City of Huntington Beach has the Pacific Ocean, Wetlands, Harbors, Rivers, Runoff from the urban developments and their Sewage as well.  Environmental issues and problems will continue to plague upon the people of Huntington Beach.  It is time we establish improved methods of environmental reviews and enforcement procedures.  It will save us a lot of time, money and hardship in the future.
In the meantime, I urge you to deny the Poseidon Seawater Desalination Project on the basis the environmental assessments available at this time are not adequate to insure environmental protection 
of the health of the ocean life (including humans) and / or health and safety of the humans consuming 
the water in taken from our ocean that is often times below health and safety standards.  
Rather we should concentrate on meeting water quality standards in our ocean water before we permit it to be in taken for human consumption, and / or contribute to further ocean toxicity.  The tourists we have attracted and the many people who visit and reside here require adequate protection for safe ocean water, 
and safe water consumption depends on adequate assessment as well.
Therefore, please accept the advice of the California Energy Commission and the Coastal Commission and deny this project at this time.  

Thank you,
Merrilee Madrigal

HB Santa Ana River Resident
