
 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://media.tbo.com/fhc/images/spacer.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Cost To Fix Desal Plant In The Millions
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CLEARWATER - The cost to fix problems at the desalination plant on Tampa Bay could reach $14 million, according to early estimates by three companies vying for a contract to remedy the plant's woes. 

Tampa Bay Water took over the plant earlier this month after reaching a settlement with the plant's builder. The regional utility shut the plant down last week. 

Though it produced an average of 22 million gallons a day this month, the plant is not running as efficiently as designed, driving up the cost for power and chemicals and endangering the expensive membranes that filter salt. 

Jerry Maxwell, general manager of Tampa Bay Water, told the utility board Monday the estimates of $8 million to $14 million were ``on the high side.'' They could come down after experts run further tests. 

The utility will look to either the company that makes the filters - which issued a warranty on the desalination process - or a $24 million performance bond to pay for the corrections. 

Tampa Bay Water officials will know by next month whether the manufacturer or the bank that posted the bond will step up to do the work, or if the utility will have to go to court to get the money. 

Once the utility picks a company to fix the plant and operate it for the next two or three decades, it could take up to 20 months to solve the problems.

