County's Water Rates On The Rise Again
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CLEARWATER - Pinellas County water users, paying for five years' worth of double-digit rate increases, now face a double whammy that will raise their rates even more by 2010. 

County officials disclosed Tuesday night that they plan three more years of rate increases starting in 2007, after customers finish paying for the five- year rate boost that began in 2002. 

By the next decade, the county's water rate would be $5.08 per 1,000 gallons, or a monthly $40.64 for the average homeowner who uses 8,000 gallons of water. The current rate is $3.22 per 1,000 gallons, or $25.76 per month for the same homeowner. 

Utilities Director Pick Talley said the rising cost of water purchased from Tampa Bay Water is the chief reason why rates must rise 8 percent annually from 2007 through 2009. 

The county also plans to build a $70 million water plant that would blend surface and groundwater received from Tampa Bay Water, and to spend $10 million to replace a deteriorating, 3.5-mile water pipeline beneath Belcher Road. 
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