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	Abstract (Article Summary)

	The utility purchased a four-acre site near 66th Street and 102nd Avenue for the plant. [Mike Coates] said 14 smaller sites are needed for wells. Those sites need to be a minimum of about 2,500 square feet. The utility is searching for sites in an area bordered by East Bay Boulevard, 66th Street, Park Boulevard and Lake Seminole.
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Tampa Bay Water officials say a desalination plant is still a possibility for this city but not any time soon.

Construction on the Mid-Pinellas Brackish Water Desalination Plant is now projected to start in 2009, about five years later than originally planned.

Mike Coates, a project manager for the utility, said the Pinellas Park plant remains one of several options under consideration to meet the increased demand for drinking water. He could not say what the chances are of the plant actually being built, only that it was still being planned.

Last week, Tampa Bay Water dropped the big news that desalination was no longer the wave of the future. Utility officials said that problems with their new, $110-million desal plant in Apollo Beach prompted them to shelve plans for a similar plant on the Anclote River in north Pinellas as well as a pumping project in Hillsborough County.

Coates confirmed Thursday that the utility still expects to build the Pinellas Park facility, but that water won't be needed until 2012.

"I think that the water demand that was projected some years ago just isn't quite as high," Coates said, crediting conservation efforts for some of that.

The utility purchased a four-acre site near 66th Street and 102nd Avenue for the plant. Coates said 14 smaller sites are needed for wells. Those sites need to be a minimum of about 2,500 square feet. The utility is searching for sites in an area bordered by East Bay Boulevard, 66th Street, Park Boulevard and Lake Seminole.

The wells are being monitored to determine water quality and geologic conditions. Coates said the wells have shown no signs of creating sinkholes, a fear that has been expressed by neighbors.

He said the project will be discussed at a Dec. 15 meeting, 9 a.m. at the utility's main office, 2535 Landmark Drive, Clearwater.


