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Desalination report now due out in February

	

	

	

	

	

	
  



By: BARBARA HENRY - Staff Writer 

CARLSBAD ----- An environmental impact report on Carlsbad's proposed $270 million desalination project won't be ready until February, a city official said Thursday.

Extra work has "just slowed things down a bit," said Jim Elliot, Carlsbad's administrative services director. 

The scope of the study has been expanded, so the consulting company handling the job expects it to take a month longer than the initial end of December or early January target date, he said. Among the additional items under review are a water distribution pipeline through Oceanside and an extra pumping station, he said.
Proposed by developer Poseidon Resources of Connecticut, the desalination plant would go on a 4-acre site at the Encina Power Station next to Agua Hedionda Lagoon. Scheduled to open in 2008, the plant would be capable of producing upward of 50 million gallons of drinking water a day from seawater.

Carlsbad has agreed to take up to 25 million gallons a day from the plant, but in order to make the project a reality Poseidon must find buyers for the remaining water.

There are two avenues for doing this: seeking commitments from other cities or getting the region's main water provider ---- the San Diego County Water Authority ---- to participate. Poseidon is working both of those angles.

The company is adding the Oceanside pipeline proposal to the environmental study because Oceanside has expressed an interest in taking some of the plant's water, said Peter MacLaggan, a company senior vice president who is handling the project. The proposed pipeline would run along College Boulevard to Mesa Drive.

Poseidon, the city of Carlsbad and the county Water Authority also are in negotiations, but those discussions are taking a several-week break because of the holiday season. They are expected to resume next month, representatives for all three parties said Thursday.

"(The Water Authority) has been very open to talks," said Elliot, Carlsbad's representative at the table.

The water agency is looking into other desalination projects, but the Carlsbad proposal is its "primary focus," said Bob Yamada, the agency's seawater desalination program manager.

"I think everybody is interested in bringing these talks to a conclusion as soon as possible," he said.

MacLaggan said his company expects to spend roughly $30,000 for the extra environmental work. The initial price tag for the study was $342,000, he added. The document will cover everything from the project's effects on the surrounding geology and marine environment to traffic and noise issues.

Once the document is ready in draft form, it will go out for a 45-day public review period.

As consultants work on the document next month, Poseidon and the city of Carlsbad will seek state bond money for expenses associated with the proposed plant's proposed water distribution system. They'll be submitting a $5 million request to the state Department of Water Resources in January, and a decision is expected in May, MacLaggan said.

Contact staff writer Barbara Henry (760) 901-4072 or bhenry@nctimes.com.
