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Desalination's fresh start 
Would-be builder of plant rejected by Huntington Beach a year ago has revised plans and is waiting for public hearing. 

By ZAHEERA WAHID 
The Orange County Register 

Plans to build the largest ocean desalination plant in the nation will be revisited this year by Huntington Beach city leaders.

Poseidon Resources of Stamford, Conn., a company proposing to turn seawater into drinking water, has worked for the past year to answer questions about its proposed plant and to revise environmental documents. 

A year ago, the Huntington Beach City Council voted, 4-3, to deny the desalination proposal based on worries about the effect on marine life, among other issues.

A public hearing then brought out dozens of supporters arguing that desalination was necessary to prevent future water shortages and opponents who feared the process would destroy the ocean environment.

Poseidon Senior Vice President Billy Owens has said that he expects to circulate a new environmental impact report this month and that he hopes to get a public hearing in the spring.

The new documents would give more attention to beach water quality, corrosion in the pipelines and the effect on marine life.

The proposed $250 million plant would be built on 11 acres along Pacific Coast Highway leased from the AES power plant. It would use AES' intake pipe to draw water from the ocean. The plant would produce 50 million gallons of potable water a day by drawing in ocean water, purifying it and ejecting brine back into the ocean.

Poseidon must obtain about 24 permits from 18 agencies before building the plant. Huntington Beach City Hall is its first stop.

