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	EPA releases water quality assessment data
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Water has released the first-ever interactive database of state water quality assessment data providing the public with easy Web access to water quality information at the state and local levels. 

The 2002 reporting cycle was a transition period between traditional 305(b) water quality reporting, and integration of 305(b) with reporting of impaired waters under section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, as outlined in EPA guidance to the states in Nov. 2001. EPA is continuing to call for integrated reporting of 305(b) and 303(d) information. 

States are participating in an extensive review and approval of the 2002 data. This initial Web release of the 2002 National Water Quality Database summarizes electronic data for 32 states. The remaining states should be added to the database by March 31, 2005. 

National summary water quality statistics will be available at that time. The database may be viewed at www.epa.gov/305b/2002report. 


