	

	Landmark water desal bill seeks $200 million

	 

	WASHINGTON — US Rep. Jim Davis (D-FL) has introduced legislation to fund state or publicly owned desalination facilities, according to a news release.

The bill, known as the Desalination Energy Assistance Act of 2004 (H.R. 3834), would authorize $200 million over a five-year period for water desalination projects.

It is supported by the US Desalination Council — thirteen water agencies and utilities from California to Florida dedicated to advocating an increased federal role in advancing desalination as a long-term method of meeting America's water supply needs, the release reported.

Under the legislation, the Department of Energy (DOE) would offer Energy Assistance Payments to eligible desalination plants. Funds for the initiative would originate in DOE's renewable energy program, the release said.

"With every scorching summer, America rapidly depletes our fresh water supply," Davis said at a press conference this week. "It is time for Congress to take steps to help water parched communities take advantage of innovative technologies to address water shortages and plan for the future."

"This is a modest funding request for a crisis of such enormous magnitude," Hal Furman, executive director of the US Desalination Coalition, said in the release. "Put bluntly, America is running out of drinkable water."

Also present at the press conference were two original co-sponsors of the bill: US Rep. Heather Wilson (R-NM) and US Rep. Richard Pombo (R-CA). Pombo is also chairman of the House Resources Committee, to which the bill has been referred, the release reported.


