My name is Chris Jepsen. I’ve lived in Huntington Beach for 30 years. My home is 350 yards from the proposed site.

The ocean and its accompanying clean air are the foundation of Surf City’s identity and economy. They make this a better place to live, work and play than more affordable inland areas. They are also the bread and butter of our tourist-oriented downtown and resort area. 

Presently, our community is trying to curb the effects of urban runoff, sewage outfall and mysterious bacteria plumes. These issues, along with the recent “end run” by AES make it even more important that we prevent further tampering with our city’s key resources.

What else can Huntington Beach look forward to if Poseidon moves in?

· We’ll breath hundreds of tons of additional air pollution created by AES.

· AES’ antiquated and inefficient power plant will likely be expanded and its life prolonged.

· A 1,000-gallon plastic tank full of ammonia will be placed a stone’s throw from homes.

· High-volume water pipes will be buried just feet behind homes, in a major earthquake zone.

· We’ll experience additional noise and traffic. 

· Nearby wetlands will face unknown consequences.

· During construction, we’ll get “adverse environmental impacts which cannot be eliminated through mitigation,” including carbon monoxide, reactive organic compounds and nitrogen oxides.

What does Huntington Beach get in exchange for all this? Poseidon will tear down a few oil tanks and add landscaping – Improvements which could be accomplished with redevelopment funds.

It’s interesting to note who stands on each side of this issue.   

Standing with Poseidon are AES and developers who want to legitimize the over-building of water-starved Santa Margarita.

Standing against this project are the SEHBNA, many unaffiliated residents like myself, and a number of responsible environmental groups. And, I’d guess that visitors to our new resort will also be appalled to find heavy industry right outside their windows.

So,… which group has the city’s best interests at heart: The residents and experts who volunteered their time to attend these meetings, or an East Coast corporation that pays lawyers and PR agencies to convince us of their benevolence? 

I am particularly amazed at Poseidon’s claim that dumping their chemical-laden leftovers will improve the quality of our ocean water. Anyone who believes that is invited to see me after the meeting about purchasing a bridge.

In closing, I have two questions and a plea.

First, has the city investigated the experiences of people who live a comparable distance from similar Poseidon plants? 

Also, I wondered if you’ve investigated the implications of State Assembly Bill AB 860, which limits the PUC’s ability to regulate the sale of electricity from power plants to desalinization plants? 

Finally, I’d like to reiterate that the water and air belong to the people – Not to AES, Poseidon or any other corporation that wants to impose its will on the citizens, resources and environment of our city.

The day may come when $800 per acre-foot seems like a bargain and desalinization plants will be needed. But it still won’t make sense to build them in residential areas.

This project jeopardizes the environment, health, and economy of Huntington Beach. Please deny this permit.

