

P

oseidon has spent $100,000 so far this year on lobbyists to convince  Huntington Beach’s politicians and residents  that a desalinization plant in Southeast Huntington Beach will not diminish our quality of life.  
The City is the lead agency preparing the Environmental Impact Report.  There are benefits for both.  Poseidon will have free raw material from which to make their saleable product, a free place to dump their waste (the ocean), and an agreement with AES that benefits both of them.  The city’s Redevelopment Agency will realize about $800,000 in tax revenue each year.   That arrangement can go on for 45 years providing public funds for further incentives to industrialize our neighborhood. 
R

esidents of Southeast Huntington Beach will only see the other side of the coin.  Our ocean, already off limits much of the time because of pollution as  urban areas, AES and OCSD dump their waste into it.  The future will be even bleaker when Poseidon starts dumping its chemical waste off of our beaches.  
Our air will suffer much of the pollution consequent upon producing the 720 to 840 megawatt hours of electricity required to satiate Poseidon’s huge appetite for energy (approximately the amount  required to meet the energy needs of 600,000 homes).  
The huge pumps required to push 100,000,000 gallons of sea water through the fine membranes of the desalinization process each day will subject residents to a 24 hour cacophony of their monotonous whine.
T

he ugly industrial island that frames our view of the setting sun will soon be joined by a host of industrial boxes.  At last count 11 new structures (buildings, tanks, and silos) will be added to the AES property. They will range in size from 42,000 square feet to 314 square feet, and in height from 6 feet to 30 feet. 
B

anning Library provides us access to the EIR and the Appendices that details Poseidon’s plans for our neighborhood.   Perhaps if we invest a few hours now we can convince those making these decisions that the greatest potential of a beach city is not to be found by industrializing  that limited coastline.  What sense does it make for the city to invest $47,000,000 of public funds in a luxury hotel and then to expect guests to enjoy viewing the morning sun through the haze of an ugly industrial complex? 
