Recycling water a critical issue
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In light of Beth Krane's coverage pertaining to the expense of water reclaiming and recycling, your readers need to learn additional facts about this critical issue. While water recycling is crucial to a sustainable future, expansion of centralized infrastructures for redistribution (reclaim) is not the best solution -- ecologically or economically. 

The Environmental Protection Agency and many environmental organizations are keenly aware of the national crisis surrounding wastewater collection and transfer. The Natural Resources Defense Council has just released a new report, "Swimming in Sewage," thoroughly examining "the growing problem of sewage pollution."

The EPA estimates sanitary sewer overflows are responsible for some 1.26 trillion gallons of untreated sewage annually flowing into our nation's waters. Estimates from the Citizens Environmental Research Council reveal that volume to be much higher, with "at least 140,000 SSO's each year." Many more raw sewage discharges go unreported, or even undetected.

In its latest Report To Congress (2003), the EPA identifies $181.2 billion in immediate needs for the nation's centralized sewage collection and treatment infrastructure, $50.6 billion of which is just for SSO control.

Over recent decades, while our existing centralized sewer infrastructure continued to crumble beneath our feet, advancements in onsite wastewater treatment technologies have developed as an attractive choice. Properly managed onsite systems offer several advantages over centralized wastewater treatment: Construction and maintenance costs can be lower; onsite systems also avoid potentially large transfers (of raw sewage) from one watershed to another via centralized collection; both centralized and onsite systems need to be considered when upgrading failing systems. Adequately managed onsite wastewater systems are a cost effective and long-term option for meeting public health and water quality goals. 

A brand-new white paper has just been issued addressing Florida's critical water usage and recycling needs. Floridians must support a new model framework for improving a sustainable infrastructure of both onsite and centralized treatment and water recycling technologies. (The complete white paper may be accessed at www.fowaonsite.com)

