AES, Poseidon, Huntington Beach and Desalinization

If you swam at Magnolia Beach swimming during the summer months of July and August 2003 you ran a very high risk the following several days of suffering an acute illness such as either an upper respiratory infection or the stomach flu.   During those months, that beach was given an "F" grade for a solid eight weeks.  Heal the Bay assigned the grade based upon bacterial tests taken by OCSD and the County Health Department.   That is only part of the problem because the tests only measure biological pollution.  They do not measure the amount of toxins found in our ocean.
Urban runoff is probably not the cause of this pollution at Magnolia, because runoff has been diverted to OCSD for the summer months.   Urban runoff enters the ocean mostly through the Talbert Channel and the Santa Ana River both of which flow into the ocean east of Brookhurst Street.    During the entire month of July the beach at Brookhurst received an "A".  The "A" continued into the first week of August before dropping to a "B" during the second week and then ending the month with an "F". 
Testing done at the Power Plant South of Newland started July with a "C", but then dropped to an "F" for the rest of that month and into the first week of August.  Then it rose to a "C" during the second and third week of August before closing out the final two weeks with an "A".    The worst pollution is at Magnolia.  
During the summer of 2003 conditions around the power plant had the highest biological pollution of all beaches in HB.  Despite that, Huntington Beach City Officials are considering a project that has many risks for the city and those trouble waters.   The City is considering giving its approval for Poseidon to build a desalinization plant that will produce 50,000,000 gallons of potable water each day, and return 50,000,000 gallons of their rejected water with all of the salinity and pollutants contained in the original 100,000,000 gallons into the waters just off of our beaches.  Day after day, week after week, month after month, Poseidon will take 100,000,000 gallons of water from our ocean and return 50,000,000 gallons of it burdened with all of the pollutants and saline content of the original 100 million gallons.  

City government supports the Poseidon plan apparently based upon the hope that it will bring tax revenue to Huntington Beach.  This is very iffy because the only other plant that Poseidon built was sold to Tampa Bay Water before the project was completed.  If a water district purchases the plant it is doubtful that Huntington Beach will get anything but a more polluted ocean..  

Poseidon left Tampa Bay Water burdened with a $108 million plant that may never operate effectively.  The builder of the plant has declared bankruptcy.  There is no answer yet for their clogging filters.    
Our city council will decide on December 15, 2003 whether to approve the Poseidon project.   If they decide at the council hearing on December 15, 2003 to approve the project we can be certain that the quality of our local ocean will not improve.  SEHBNA has officially opposed the project.  Let the council know your position on this important issue   
