Stiff perchlorate limits in drinking water urged 
By NAOMI KRESGE, Staff Writer 

FONTANA - Clean-water activists pushed for tougher state drinking water standards on perchlorate at a Saturday forum. 

They attacked a National Academy of Sciences report that said this month the chemical, a rocket-fuel byproduct, is safe at levels about 20 times those recommended by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

California should adopt the EPA recommendation, they argued, in order to protect the health of children, babies and fetuses. 

"I am not a scientist, but I am a mother and a grandmother,' said state Sen. Nell Soto, D-Ontario. 'I believe when it comes to our children we should err on the side of caution.' 

Soto co-chaired the forum with Assemblywoman Gloria Negrete McLeod, D-Chino. 

Sponsored by Environment California and the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice, the forum at Fontana City Hall drew about 75 people, including local residents, legislators, water officials and environmentalists. 

Perchlorate is thought to reduce thyroid function and to have a disproportionate effect on babies and young children. 

Penny Newman, executive director of Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice, and Environment California clean water advocate Sujatha Jahagirdar said the chemical can interfere with brain development in babies and may be linked to reduced intelligence and difficulty learning. 

"We think it actually makes children more stupid, to be frank,' Jahagirdar said. 

The National Academy of Sciences study said it is unclear whether exposure to perchlorate can interfere with brain development in children. 

Residents quizzed the environmentalists and water officials on how much of the chemical current technology can extract from the water supply, whether it is safe to drill private wells and whether a tough perchlorate standard might cause water shortages. 

Newman and Jahagirdar asked attendees to sign a petition asking California to set stricter standards for perchlorate. 

Sbsun.com

The current state public health goal for perchlorate is six parts per billion. The petition calls on the state to adopt the EPA draft recommendation of one part per billion when it sets a binding maximum level for the contaminant, which is expected later this year. 

"The health goal that California sets will basically be the standard (nationally), we think. Now, California's on the wrong track,' Jahagirdar said. 

A tougher standard for perchlorate would make cleanup more expensive, both because more drinking water sources would require cleanup and because of the technology necessary to detect and extract perchlorate. 

More than 11million people in 35 states, including California, currently drink water with perchlorate levels above four parts per billion. 

According to the California Department of Health Services, perchlorate has been found in more than 350 drinking water sources statewide, largely in San Bernardino, Riverside and Los Angeles counties, as well as in the Colorado River. 

