Strangers in their own City
The residents of SEHB suffer the fact that they are strangers in their own city.   Their call for an end to the industrialization of their neighborhoods continues to fall upon deaf ears.   We endure the consequences of processing the regions sewage and providing the area with lights and power.    Now we are being told to sacrifice our ocean, beaches and air so that a Connecticut Company can pursue wealth and riches providing water for south county residents.  We are destined to be 'strangers in our own city'.
Public officials and Poseidon have taken a line from The Man of La Mancha…  "No matter what we say or do, we are only thinking of you", as they prepare to dump the waste of their undertaking into our air and ocean.  Although public officials have seen the ethereal promise of revenue from AES first diminished and then they watched as the remnants were also spirited away, they now dreamily see tubs of gold being showered upon them by a company whose one venture into desalination left water users in Florida a $110,000,000 debt for a plant that did not work and a $29,100,000 bill to fix it.  This promise of riches is little more than a dream that can be whisked away.  Again the wisdom of La Mancha catches our plight, "…it is prudent to recall that he who has moonbeams in his hands has nothing there at all".   If a public agency takes over the desalination, as happened with Poseidon's other desalination venture, there is no pot of gold and all of Huntington's beaches may end up polluted.   
Over 30 years ago residents of SEHB began a process to restore quality to life in SEHB.  A resident then related to the council the heart rending pleas of a dog trapped in goo at the NESI Site that echoed around the neighborhood for hours before he was rescued, but too late to save him.  These mournful cries led hundreds of residents to city hall … it is now 30 years later and NESI Remains.
In 1983 heavy rains and flood waters overwhelmed the drainage system of our neighborhoods.  This time residents went all the way to Washington to achieve the 100 year protection that we now enjoy.  You will see other names posted on the flood channels, but we all know that the heroes of that effort were our neighbors, Chauncey and Sally Alexander.  Now, OCTA and unknown interests want to build an elevated tollway over the river, and in the event of an earthquake like the one which toppled the elevated freeway in Oakland, returning us to the flood threats we only yesterday put behind us.   
Residents rose up again in 1993 to defend the neighborhoods they love when city staff joined with Newport Beach and Fountain Valley to build bridges over the Santa Ana River at Garfield and Banning.   Over 500 angry residents swarmed city hall.  The city council said no to the bridges but over 11 years later they are still on the Master Plan of Arterial Highways.  As downtown developments jam PCH, residents of SEHB may well one day have a highway through their neighborhood. 
A newcomer from Connecticut "promises to provide a safe and reliable water supply for our growing region- at no cost to taxpayers"; the 'Strangers in their own city' looked to Tampa Bay and saw this newcomer walk away with $9,000,000 while Tampa Bay water users are left to pay for this $139,100,000 failure.  We will soon see who our council will support- the newcomer from Connecticut with a desalination record of one failure or the 'strangers in their own city'.  
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