Tampa Bay Water Approves Desal Repair Contract
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CLEARWATER - The region's main water supplier Monday approved a $29.1 million contract with a company to repair the ailing desalination plant over the next two years. 

In agreeing to the deal with American Water-Predisa, LLC, Tampa Bay Water rejected a last-minute request from companies being sued over the plant's construction to delay the decision and allow them time to test a solution. 

Under the contract, the joint venture between American Water Services, Inc. and Predisa SA of Spain has until Oct. 20, 2006 to complete alterations intended to make the desalination plant operate efficiently as designed. 

Most of the work will focus on the first step of the desalination process that removes sediment and organic material from salt water taken from Tampa Bay. 

That step, called pre-treatment, is the major flaw in the troubled plant that does produce drinking water but does not operate as efficiently as designed. 

Because water reaching the membranes that remove salt is too laden with sediment and organic matter, the membranes clog too quickly, making it more expensive to produce water and reducing their life spans.

