The Cost of Power…
The cost of power from the antique AES plant will be very HIGH. The reason stems not only from the current relatively high cost of Natural Gas, but from the antiquated nature of the AES plant itself.

Modern Combined Cycle Power Plants (CCPP) approach 55% efficiency.  The last time the old aes plant saw the number 55 was in like 1955.

Consequently, when AES ise competing with much more efficient, less polluting and more numerous power plants that can sell wholesale energy much cheaper than their plant, AES is reduced to scabs, cutting costs, and cutting corners.  For one thing, they will probably look to peak production, when they can extract top dollar.  For another, they will continue to look at scams such as "sending" the electricity out of state, then "re-importing" it, to score "profits that would make a pirate blush", as they did in Gov. Davis and Steve Peace's energy rip-off.

In point of fact, AES made back many times the seed money they put up to buy and sequester our electric generators, and, like enron, hid the money they stole in various ways such as "reserve" accounts (takes it off the books), "offshore partnerships" (Enron's technique), "amortization" of non-existent assets, and "cash flow" trix.  So if they have to fold up this entire operation, like a Carnival folding its tents and packing its tips, they are still WAY ahead of the game.

Hence, the continued existence of this old plant is problematic.

AES can either invest money to modernize it (but then, it would make more sense to just build a modern plant in the desert) or they can use it for newer scams like "the desalination hoax".

Desalination water.  A chimera, like the fountain of youth.

In the case of Catalina Island, the scam was that the desal plant was needed to avert "the water emergency".  To get a desal plant, they allowed the condos north of Avalon to be built. In exchange, the grateful builder supplied the desal plant.

As you can guess, Catalina is STUCK WITH THE CONDOS, and the desal plant has never been brought into production.  The reasons may have to do with the building cycle, with the high cost of running it, with inept management, or other reasons.

Analogously, if we are stuck with the AES-Poseidon desal plant, on the excuse that it is needed to despoil the hills of Rancho Mission Viejo, SaddleCreek, and other Trabuco Canyon sites, what guarantee will there be that after AES-Poseidon flies on, we are stuck with the development and yet another white elefunk unuseable desal plant, grafted onto the obsolete AES plant like an obscene growth.

The real test for AES comes next Feb. 10, when they are scheduled to show how they are in compliance with sect. 316 of the Clean Water Act.  They need to demonstrate the impossible: how they are not devastating the near-shore Ocean and Beach.  Best Technology Available (BTA) demands expensive upgrades, which the piratical AES is NOT prepared to make.  Investments such as one of 16 different cooling towers, to reduce the thermal impact from current 20 or 30 degrees above ambient to something less deadly for reproduction of sea creatures.  Investments such as reuse of cooling water, so that 126,000,000 gallons per day of sea water (or 507,000,000, as permits allow) is not returned to the Ocean with shredded fish and other small sea creatures -- 100% mortality permitted -- in the warm, bacteria-fostering ungodly fluid gushing from the AES discharge.

Twice before, AES has been permitted to postpone; EPA has stated "This could be the last time", but with the evil bushies in charge of EPA, who knows how long they can delay.

Still, this Feb. 10 Deadline (ooops, meant scheduled compliance

hearing) could be one of the reasons AES-Poseidon is so determined to rush approvals of the desal scheme.

After all, IF desal were GENUINE, it would be there for many years, many decades, and there is no need to rush to approval.

But if desal is all a scam, all just a shuck-and-jive to divert EPA scrutiny (and give the builders a supply of "paper water"), then the evil-doers must want to rush it into approvals.  A delay of even a week, even a day, cannot be allowed.  People might find out about it, people might think about it, people might inquire into the backgroud of AES and Poseidon, people might actually consider cost-benefits of locating industrial plants on the shore of the sea.

Hurry hurry, cried the loser!  Step right up!  Don't think twice, trust them!

But what's the rush?  The people must not allow them to hustle them into approval of yet another scam.

I guess after the bad guys got away with sticking us with

"SCE stranded costs" (Prop 9), where the public VOTED to assume the waste, fraud and abuse of cleaning up San Onofre Nuke (and other boondoggles), and after they manuevered the ever- greedy Davis and his minion Steve Peace into permitting the Energy Crisis Scam ("don't question us, or you will get the next rolling blackout!"), after all that, the bad guys figure that the people will fall for the old, tired vaudeville routine, that shuffle-and-scam favorite,

         THE DESALINATION TRICK!  NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW...

Who will play "send in the clowns", as the HB city council meets.
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