Tim,
Some Thoughts
Almost ten years ago a group of residents took the time to take a hard look at the traffic model used to show that the bridge at Banning was the best way to handle the regions traffic problems.  What we found was a real eye opener.  We first looked at every traffic count the city had.  Nothing then was computerized so we reviewed binders, envelopes stuffed with counts, etc.  We then transferred all of that data to a database.  

What we found was unbelievable.   Traffic counts for Huntington Beach jumped about 50% on average across the board during one year.  After months of haggling we had a meeting with the traffic engineer, his right hand man, and the city manager.  After several hours of confrontation the traffic engineers told the city manager that there was no data to support the traffic numbers used in the bridge study.  They had been “adjusted”.  

This is important because traffic models are checked by having them predict current traffic counts, and comparing those predictions with real counts.   In this case the traffic model was measured and calibrated against a non-existent numbers, and so all of its predictions were more or less jaded by bad data.   Huntington Beach’s General Plan is based upon this same model and the same bogus traffic numbers.  Objections were dismissed in the EIR saying the data was averages even though in the private meeting they had admitted they could not produce figures that could be averaged to reflect data used for averaging.
Now almost 10 years later, we have the results of another model which says that a bridge at Banning is not the best solution to the regions future traffic needs and that it would be far more expensive.  

Another Example
As we discussed in the Board Meeting last Tuesday, concerned citizens in Monterrey brought Duke Energy to court over the EIR used to prepare the way for the new power plant there.  Now that plant is shut down because what is actually happening to marine life in the ocean there, and what the EIR said would happen, are considerably different. 

Our Situation
Our local ocean has conditions that probably are far different from those found in the bay at Tampa Bay.  What the model predicts there probably has little relevance to our situation here.  If Poseidon’s desalinization plant is approved, and AES operates at near capacity to provide the energy for the plant, it will use about 500,000,000 gallons of ocean water for cooling.  That water will return to the ocean about 30 degrees warmer.  Down coast a short distance is the Talbert Channel and the Santa Ana River that historically have dump the regions’ waste from our storm drain system into those same waters.  Now they are dumped 4.5 miles offshore.   However, during the rainy season all runoff goes right into the ocean from the Talbert Marsh and the Santa Ana River.  That is not all.  OCSD dumps 120,000,000 gallons of secondarily treated sewage, and 120,000,000 of sewage that is only primarily treated 4.5 miles offshore, but the plume from that waste makes its way back through the Newport Canyon and to at least ½ mile from shore.  Scientist say that we really don’t know what is happening out there because the tests are limited to surface waters, and they are too few and far between.  All of these dynamics, plus currents, tides, storms and El Nino’s antics have to be captured by the model to give us a picture of what is happening.  The accuracy of the model has to be determined by comparing the models predictions of what is happening now with what we know is happening.   We know that the area is not flushing out thus we send urban runoff 4 ½ miles out to sea.  Poseidon has a model that says at 10 feet from the outfall it will be this, and at 20 feet it will be that, and at 50 feet all is well.  Some people may find this unquestionable, but many of us find it preposterous to make such claims.  Again with a traffic model accuracy can be determined by comparing the model’s prediction of traffic (present or past) to the traffic that exists or did exist.  
The City’s Position
Apparently the city does not believe that our local beaches flush as Poseidon describes it happening, or they would not go to the expense of paying for the city’s urban runoff to be transported 4 ½ miles out to sea, and they would not be trying to persuade inland cities to stop sending their runoff to the ocean.   The amount of urban runoff is far less than the 50,000,000 gallons of waste that Poseidon wants to dump off our beach.  

John

