Is a marriage of water and power in our best interest?
A forthright and wide ranging public conversation of Orange County’s water needs must be completed before embarking upon individual private proposals.  Water is essential to life in Orange County.   We need a master plan that considers the needs and interests of all of the residents of Orange County and that considers all of the range of possibilities and consequences involved in providing an adequate water supply for Orange County 

It is important to consider tourism in Orange County’s coastal cities since it is premised upon a clean ocean.  In Huntington Beach, with the Redevelopment Agency’s investment of 40.1 million dollars of public funds in the Hyatt Regency Huntington Beach Resort, and their 27 million dollar investment of public funds in the Waterfront Hilton, Huntington Beach taxpayers have reason to be very cautious about approving Poseidon’s plan to dump 50 million gallons of water in our local ocean each day which is twice as polluted as the 100 million gallons of water they removed from the ocean.   It is unquestionably in Poseidon’s interest to have a free source of water and a free place to dump their waste, but is it in the interest of the residents of Huntington Beach?  Poseidon claims in their EIR that this can be done without worsening our local ocean’s condition.     
The condition of our ocean after the plant is built and operating will show us the accuracy of their model’s predictions, the wisdom with which we managed our 67.1 million investments in tourism, and what stewardship we exercised over our ocean waters.   We have only to remember the summer of 2000 to understand the financial and recreational havoc a polluted ocean can bring to Huntington Beach.  It mystifies me that scientists can speak so absolutely when predicting the consequences of dumping 50 million gallons of polluted water into the ocean each day, and yet after over two years of investigating the terrible pollution problem we faced in the summer of 2000, they still cannot agree on the source of that pollution.   What do we do and who pays if the model’s predictions are not correct and the pollution closes our beaches?
Estimates vary on the amount of power the desalinization process needs to create a gallon of water, but one figure commonly used is 3 kilowatt hours of electricity per one gallon of water.  Three kilowatt hours are equivalent to thirty 100 watt bulbs burning for one hour.   Poseidon’s EIR bases their power consumption for the conversion process on .2 kilowatt hour per 1 gallon of water.   If numerous desalinization plants are built up and down the coast, does that translate into more power plants and future power shortages?  
One hard fact missing from all discussions is who will produce the power.  Saying that it comes from the grid or the cheapest source is like saying gas comes from the pump. The relevant question is where is the refinery?   Adding another major industry that has a voracious appetite for energy to Southeast Huntington Beach which hosts two of Orange County’s biggest polluters (AES & OCSD) certainly warrants discussion since that area also has the most beach closures in all of Orange County.    Poseidon’s desalination plant is on AES property and will be hardly a hundred yards from AES’s four steam turbines.  AES has a major interest in this venture as well as Poseidon, but is it in the interest of the residents of Huntington Beach?  
Just two years ago AES was a part of a lobbying effort to spread the word that California faced a major power shortage.  Fearing the consequences of such a shortage, consumer protections and environmental laws were swept aside, and AES was given fast tract approval to renovate a 50-year old plant that today is only 37% efficient.    Consumers are left to pay off the huge debt incurred by Edison during the fall and winter of 2000.   This debt resulted from huge energy price increases that now appear to have been caused by a crisis manufactured by energy companies (one major Enron official was indicted today).   Water is essential to life in Southern California just as is energy.  Is this marriage of water and power in the best interests of Orange County residents?  
There is no discussion about who should control water or who should set water policy. There is no discussion about returning the water to the ocean in at least as good a condition as it was found.  .There is no discussion about ways to conserve water.  There is no discussion about reclaiming some of the 240,000,000 gallons of fresh water that we send to the ocean through the Orange County Sanitation District each day.  There is no discussion of using solar energy to feed desalinization plants’ voracious appetite for energy.   Should these matters be discussed before moving forward with piecemeal solutions to Orange County’s future water needs?  
In short, water policy in Orange County is evolving from fragmented ventures all favoring energy and water producing interests.  Government agencies are caught in the dilemma of their conflicting interests.   Orange County needs a master plan that takes into consideration the needs and interests of all of the residents of Orange County and that considers all of the range of possibilities and consequences involved in providing an adequate water supply for Orange County..  
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