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Business, civic leaders praise desalination plans

By Bradley J. Fikes - Staff Writer

CARLSBAD ---- About 100 business and civic leaders turned out Thursday 

for an upbeat presentation on how Carlsbad and the entire county will 

benefit from the proposed desalination facility to be built at the 

Encina Power Plant.

It was the first major meeting about the facility since the Carlsbad 

City Council unanimously voted Tuesday to approve in concept a 

contract with Connecticut-based Poseidon Resources. Poseidon would 

supply Carlsbad with up to 25 million gallons a day of desalted water 

under the proposed contract, which has a long way to go before final 

approval.

Another potential customer, the biomedical industry, has expressed 

interest in the plant ---- and a major reason for Thursday's tour. Joe 

Panetta, president and chief executive of the San Diego biomedical 

trade group Biocom, told the audience that the desalination plant 

would benefit his water-dependent industry in North County.

Panetta recounted the struggle biotech and medical device companies in 

San Diego faced about 14 years ago, when a drought caused San Diego 

city officials to consider cutting back on water supplies to 

businesses.

"We have the same needs up here in North County as we had in those 

days in La Jolla," Panetta said. "Having an adequate guarantee of 

water is very critical for our companies as they make their decision 

to locate research and development and manufacturing facilities here."

Other speakers endorsing a Carlsbad desalination plant included Ted 

Owen, president of the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce; Gary Knight, 

interim chief executive of the San Diego North Economic Development 

Corp.; Walt Winrow, Poseidon's chief operating officer; and Carlsbad 

Mayor Bud Lewis.

One interested party that sent representatives but didn't speak: the 

San Diego County Water Authority, which is the region's main water 

supplier and brings water to 23 cities and water agencies in the 

county, including Carlsbad. The authority has also been negotiating, 

somewhat tempestuously, with Poseidon for nearly three years over 

building the desalination plant. At the same time, Poseidon's deal 

with Carlsbad is based upon Poseidon finding additional buyers for 

water the plant would produce. That buyer could be the water authority 

if the two sides reach a deal.

Lewis appealed for unity and calm discussions to resolve the 

differences and agree upon a contract, without resorting to 

litigation.

"Now that we're on this task, we have to work together, and I think it 

can be done," Lewis said. "So we get together ---- and keep all those 

damn lawyers out. Don't bring lawyers in until after the thing is 

done."
